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Goderich, Ontario, “The Prettiest Town in Canada,” has been seeing 

some pretty ugly hate activity around our neighbourhood lately.  

We have been dealing with racist homemade billboards and a meetup 

of neo-Nazis.  

 

 

We refuse to allow the seeds of hatred to 

take root here. 
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Our vision is a world in which all people are 

free to pursue joyous lives without fear of 

harassment, cruelty, or violence. 

 

 

 

This vision encapsulates our two-pronged 

approach in responding to hate activity in 

Huron County…  
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The first prong is advocacy. That includes a lot of things, like petitions 

and letter-writing…. 

(change.org/nohateinhuron) 
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Advocacy includes democratically engaging with local government. 

On October 7, I shared Part I of our story and submitted a draft motion 

denouncing neo-Nazi ideology to Goderich Town Council.  

 

(https://www.goderich.ca/en/town-hall-and-services/agendas-and-minutes.aspx) 
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Advocacy includes engaging with broadcast and social media.  

And we are doing lots of that! 

 

(https://london.ctvnews.ca/mayor-denounces-hate-as-debate-around-white-lives-matter-sign-

intensifies-1.7071616) 
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Lots!… 

 

(https://www.bayshorebroadcasting.ca/2024/10/11/no-hate-in-huron-looks-for-support-from-goderich/) 

(https://www.goderichsignalstar.com/news/goderich-council-asked-to-denounce-neo-nazi-ideologies) 

(https://x.com/LFPress/status/1844380003162787905) 
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…and lots!… 

 

(https://www.clintonnewsrecord.com/news/goderich-council-passes-motion-rejecting-intolerance-in-all-forms) 

(https://www.instagram.com/marcieriegling/p/DBkDpAJuyqE/) 

(https://www.change.org/p/call-on-huron-county-leaders-to-denounce-neo-nazism/u/32987618) 
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...and lots! We even spoke with Radio Canada!! 

(https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/2109754/goderich-village-controverse-pancarte)  
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Yet even after all this passionate advocacy, the most senior political 

leaders in Huron County have still refused to denounce hate activity.  

 

Today is November 1, 2024.  

It has been 88 days since we first called upon them to do so.  

 

It is especially strange since that racist billboard appears to imply 

support for their political parties and affiliations. 

 

You would think they would want to distance themselves from hate. 

 

 

The Conservative MP for Huron-Bruce Ben Lobb… 
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…and the Conservative MPP for Huron-Bruce Lisa Thompson…  

 

 

…and the Warden of Huron County, Glen McNeil… 

 

STILL have not spoken out against neo-Nazi activity in our 

community. 
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Whose side are they on? 

 

 

 

 

 

Shame. On. Them. 
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Yesterday was Halloween. I reflected on the fact that  

Neo-Nazis are not Beetlejuice.  

 

(https://www.antihate.ca/us_neo_nazis_visit_canada_meeting_white_supremacist_active_clubs) 

≠ 

 

But we can and should call them out!  

They will not magically appear next to you on the couch.  

B 

B 

E 
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Soon it will be Remembrance Day.  

It is a fitting time to reflect upon the legacy of  Neville Chamberlain and 

where his pathway of appeasement led us in the 1930s.  

 

“Today, appeasement is usually regarded as a failure…” 

 

  

 

“Neville Chamberlain believed that the 

British government could negotiate with 

Hitler in good faith. Chamberlain hoped 

that by appeasing Hitler (i.e. agreeing to 

some of his demands), the Nazis would 

not resort to war. Others warned that 

Hitler could not be trusted by the normal 

standards of international diplomacy.”  

 

- Holocaust Encyclopedia 

(https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/neville-chamberlain) 
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As we approach Remembrance Day, I also remember a weird thing that the owner 

of that “White Lives Matter” sign said in the London Free Press.  

 

(https://lfpress.com/news/local-news/small-town-tensions-enflamed-over-defiant-landowners-white-lives-matter-

sign) 

It looks like Gord Leamen and I have one thing in common. 

 

We are both direct descendants of World War II veterans.  

 

But only one of us has spent the last several months publicly promoting and 

defending the name of a recognized hate network that idolizes Adolf Hitler.  

 

(https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/white-lives-matter)  
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But enough with the divisiveness. We have all had enough of that.  

The second prong of No Hate in Huron (the most important part) is 

providing the antidote to hate!   

We are organizing a community cabaret!  

It is coming along BEAUTIFULLY!!  
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The Community Cabaret 4 Caring and Camaraderie will be 

happening from noon to midnight on Saturday, November 23, 2024.  

 

It is going to be a joyous event…  

…on both the top floor Jubilee Room… 

…of the Goderich Legion, Branch 109 at 56 Kingston Street. 

 

 

…and the underground 

basement level…  
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In the underground level from noon until 8 pm…. 

 

 

 

…there will be a coffeehouse!… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

 

…and musicians!…                  
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… cooperative board games!… 

 

 

 

 

 

…poets and authors!… 
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…community groups!… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…big cool 

puzzles!… 

 

 

 

 

...and chances to connect with each other!!    

Admission is free with donations welcome! Donations will help us 

cover the cost of coffee and equipment and our sound technician. 
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In the Jubilee Room (the top floor of the Legion)  

from noon until 4 pm… 

 

We will be serving a free community luncheon!! 

 

 

 

 

 

…with even more 

musicians and 

performers!!...  



The Story of No Hate in Huron (Part 2)                                                                                           Page 22 of 30 
 

 

…and several collaborative art projects! 

 

 

 

All free, with donations welcome!! No ticket needed!  

 

Donations will help us cover the cost of our luncheon and materials for 

our collaborative art projects. 

 

Just show up with your wonderful self, family and friends!! 
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In August 2011, our beloved Courthouse Square and much of our 

beautiful town was destroyed by an F3 tornado. We banded together. 

We rebuilt. We showed how much we care for one another. It came so 

naturally to us.  

At 4 pm on November 23, we will have a peaceful and joyous musical 

walk around the sidewalk of the Square that is today as majestic and as 

magical as ever!!  

 

This “Clockwise Ringer of Peace & Progress” will symbolize our 

moving forward as a community and overcoming this latest challenge.  

  



The Story of No Hate in Huron (Part 2)                                                                                           Page 24 of 30 
 

In the evening in the Jubilee Room (the top floor) we will celebrate with 

a glittery, raucous night of cabaret entertainment! This will be a 

ticketed pay-what-you-can event. Stayed tuned for ticket details! 

Doors open at 7 pm. 
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The cabaret evening upstairs will feature improv comedy 

performances… 

 

 

 

…drag performances… 
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…spicy tales!… 

 

 

…and sing-alongs!… 
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A headlining local vocal diva you don’t want to miss! 

 

 

 

And then we dance the night away!! 

  



The Story of No Hate in Huron (Part 2)                                                                                           Page 28 of 30 
 

The Community Cabaret 4 Caring and Camaraderie is like a  

potluck of the community’s imagination! The first of many. 

Please share this with your friends and friendly networks.  
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We are a community that remembers who we are. 

We remember which side we fought on. 

We remember how we rebuild. 

 

 

We remember how we care for each other. 

We remember how we heal. 

We remember who we are. 
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We would love to tell you more about this story.  

If you have any questions, please reach out to us at:  

nohateinhuron@proton.me 

 

Please invite your friends to say “hello!” to join our email list.  

 

We invite you to join us in the following message of solidarity: 

 

I, [your name], am a [resident/friend/visitor] of Goderich [and/or] Huron County.  

I strive for a world in which all people are free to pursue joyous lives without fear of harassment, 

cruelty, or violence.  

I celebrate and cherish diversity, inclusion, compassion, and courage.  

I unequivocally denounce Nazi and neo-Nazi ideologies in all their original and modern forms. 

I call on our local leaders to do the same: change.org/nohateinhuron 


